The Visit of Rajmohan and Usha Gandhi to Sri Lanka
13" to 19" February 2010

The Visit

The visit of Rajmohan and Usha Gandlas on the invitationf Initiativesof

Change, Sri Lankarlhe visit the main purposef which wasto meetfriends from the

pastand in relatively small group#yosewho could help in building bridges between

the many groups, who over the years had allowed barriers to arise and divisions of

mistrust to be created. The visit had as itstheme,Onwar d wi t h Trut h anc
Integrity for Justice andPeaced

ONWARD with TRUTH
and INTEGRITY for

JUSTICE and PEACE

The Gandhis were met on arrival2230 hrsattheVIP lounge of theBandaranaike

Thar host in Colombo was Mrs. Shirnatie FonsekaPresident of the YWCA
Colombo.

On the 14 those named above, together with Vijayalakshmi Subasyan, Nivanka
Bhagwandas and MahesAdhikari, left for Kandy with a brief stop at the Inter
cultural research and Education Foundation headed by Dr. Antony Fernando who over



the yeas has taught numerous young people, whose mother tongue is not English, to

speak the language effectively. This was also the launch of thed®dole a ¢ hi n g
English é.. the effective way, ® authored b
copy to Rajmohan.




Dinners were with prominent personalities in Kandy, Prof. Gananath Obeysekera,
distinguished academic, and Derek Nugawela, in whose ancestral home Mahatma
Gandhi had been a guest in 1927

Discussionsvere held with thedfC teamwho were inKkandy with regard to the Sri
Lanka programmehe persons to meet and with emphasis on the future programmes
to strengthen the work offi@, Sri Lankato meet the immediate challenges the
countryis faced with and reconciliation after nearly 30 years of war.



Useful dscussions were helat Castle Hillwith Professoref the University of
Peradeniya



On 16" February afternogra meetigwas heldat the Kandy YWCAwith several
members ofcivil society. A welcome dance by young girls of the YWCA hostel
preceded the meeting which terminated Wirtie for question and answer.



