
Using personal narrative and exhaustive reporting, 
Rob Corcoran chronicles how Hope in the Cities 
has moved what looked like an immoveable 
barricade. The job is not done, but Hope in the 
Cities has provided a map for the future. 
From the foreword by Governor Tim Kaine 
 
Corcoran blends personal narrative with history, 
social science, ethics, and social reform. It is 
written with such clarity and with such skillful use 
of the first person that it will appeal to a wide 
audience, including the general public, but also to 
scholars, community organizers, group facilitators, 
people in non-profit organizations, particularly 
people interested in personal transformation and 
social justice.  
John V. Moeser, Senior Fellow Bonner Center  
for Civic Engagement, University of Richmond 
 
This is a soberly inspiring book about citizens who 
have struggled to find respectful and productive 
ways of relating through dialogue across the racial, 
social, and economic differences that dangerously 
divide us. It is sobering because they have tackled 
inwardly and outwardly one of the greatest threats 
to civilization's survival; inspiring because they have 
changed lives and communities.  
Harold H. Saunders, Chairman and President,  
International Institute for Sustained Dialogue, 
former Assistant Secretary of State 
 
Trustbuilding reaffirms the moral imperative 
inherent in racial reconciliation. Corcoran urges us 
to engage one another, build bridges, and cross the 
remaining divides. He offers us examples of what is 
possible, and tools with which to begin our own 
work.  
Hannibal B. Johnson, attorney, consultant, and 
author of Black Wall Street, Up from the 
Ashes, and Acres of Aspiration 
 
Trustbuilding is a visionary, compelling account of 
healing and change. Don't just read it; share it with 
others in your community and use it as a roadmap 
for personal and public transformation.  
Martha McCoy, Executive Director, Everyday  
Democracy  
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“…a map for the future.”  
 Governor Tim Kaine 

 

 
ORDER NOW ... 

Trustbuilding 
By Rob Corcoran  



Trustbuilding: an honest conversation on 

race, reconciliation, and responsibility is part 

historical narrative and part handbook for a 

model of dialogue and community change that 

has been adopted both nationally and 

internationally. At its center is the story of how 

Richmond, Virginia, a former slave market and 

capital of the Confederacy, has become a 

seedbed for interracial dialogue and trustbuilding 

with national and international implications.  

 

In 1993, this conservative southern city caught 

the attention of the nation with a public 

acknowledgment of its painful history and a call 

for "an honest conversation on race, 

reconciliation, and responsibility." City and 

county residents of all backgrounds launched an 

unprecedented and sustained effort to address 

the "toxic issue of race." Known as Hope in the 

Cities, this endeavor is now in its second decade 

of work. Trustbuilding should extend its 

important mission by carrying Corcoran’s story 

to communities everywhere. 

Rob Corcoran has facilitated dialogue, 
reconciliation and partnerships among 
diverse and polarized racial, ethnic, and 
religious groups in an array of locales in 
Europe, South Africa, India, Australia and 
the United States. He is the national 
director of Initiatives of Change and 
founder of Hope in the Cities, which 
models honest conversation and sustained 
partnerships across traditional boundaries. 
He has lived with his family in Richmond 
for thirty years. 
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About Trustbuilding 

Contact Rob Corcoran at: 
rob.corcoran@us.iofc.org     804-358-1764 
www.us.iofc.org  www.hopeinthecities.org 

Rob is available to:  
Speak at public forums  
Teach classes and lead discussions    
Facilitate workshops on community  
 building, dialogue, healing racial 

history, and leadership development  

 

312 pages, 6 x 9 
15 b&w illustrations 
Cloth, 978-0-8139-2875-3  
 

Price: $29.95 
 

Order by email at info@us.iofc.org or use the tear off 
form provided and mail to:  
Initiatives of Change 
2201 West Broad Street, Suite 200 
Richmond, VA 23220 
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